
Get more lesson plans at https://www.education.com/lesson-plans/

Let's Go to the Zoo

Kindergarten, First Grade Science, ESL,

by Natalie Chari June 24, 2015

Embark on a classroom safari! In this hands-on lesson, students will create a scrapbook using their own
observations of animal behavior during a field trip to the zoo.

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to recognize the names of zoo animals and identify some of their dietary habits.

Materials and preparation

Camera
Notebooks (one per student)
Markers, crayons, and/or colored pencils
Blank journal or scrapbook
Glue or tape
Access to a zoo
Cool Zoo Animals worksheet set

Key terms

zoo animals
K-W-L chart

Attachments

Cool Zoo Animals (PDF)

Introduction (5 minutes)

Make preparations for a field trip to the zoo. Make sure to obtain all necessary permissions.
Before the field trip, let your students know that they should pay close attention to the animal
habitats—they'll be making a zoo animal scrapbook once they return. Remind them that, for the duration
of the trip, they need to observe the animals and write and/or draw their observations in their notebooks.

Explicit Instruction/Teacher modeling (240 minutes)

Get your students engaged by asking them a "hook" question before entering the zoo. An example is:
How do you get your food? Chances are that most students will answer with "From Mom and Dad" or
"From the supermarket."
Tell the class that zoo animals, animals that can be found both in zoos and in the wild, get their food in
similar ways. Baby animals get their food from their parents, while parents have to find food. The
different surroundings and abilities of each animal likewise affect what it eats and how it obtains it.
Explain to the students that they'll be observing animals in their habitats in order to discover the animals'
diets and eating habits. Let them know that they can record as many observations as they like.
Go to the zoo! If you don't have access to a zoo, plan a "virtual field trip" and show your class images and
videos of animals that are typically found at the zoo.

Guided Practice (10 minutes)

During the field trip, take pictures of each animal.
Discuss the animals' diets with your students. Base your discussions on the K-W-L chart, or a chart that
outlines What We Know, What We Want to Know, and What We Learned, to assess prior knowledge and
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determine topics of interest. For example, a student may know that lions eat meat, want to know what
lions eat, and by the end of the day has learned that lions at the zoo eat chicken, pork, and beef.
However, lions in the wild eat antelopes, wildebeests, baby elephants, and even crocodiles.

Independent working time (40 minutes)

Once you and the students are back in the classroom, assemble the pictures you took. If you used a
digital camera, upload the pictures, print them out, then paste them into your blank journal or scrapbook.
If you used an instant camera, paste the pictures directly.
Have students write down things they've learned about each animal under that animal's picture.
Ask them to decorate empty space with illustrations like the ones they made in their notebooks.

Related books and/or media

If I Ran the Zoo by Dr. Seuss
Good Night, Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann

Differentiation

Enrichment: An advanced classroom may enjoy making a digital scrapbook instead. If I Ran the Zoo by
Dr. Seuss could be added to their lesson as a closing supplement.
Support: If making a scrapbook seems too complicated for your students, you can have them color
pages from the from the Cool Zoo Animals set. Ask each student for her favorite page from the set, then
print out that page for her. Ask the class enriching questions about zoo animals throughout the activity.
Some questions you can ask are: What do you think this animal eats? How fast does this animal look?
Good Night, Gorilla could be added to their lesson as a closing supplement.

Technology Integration

Pictures taken with a digital camera can be assembled into a digital scrapbook using a computer.

Assessment (10 minutes)

Ask students about about their favorite animals. Some questions you can ask are: Why is that animal
your favorite? What are some of its eating habits? What are some of its living habits?
Allow students to share some of the things they learned about zoo animals during today's trip.

Review and closing (5 minutes)

Name the characteristics and/or habits of different zoo animals, and have the students guess which
animal you're talking about.
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Cool Zoo Animals

Your little zoologist will have a blast coloring these worksheets featuring
cool zoo animals with tons of personality.
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